
UNITED STATES 
DIEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 

k*******************newsrelease 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE Mc~Millan or Flanagan - In-t. 5631 

For Release OCTOBER 19, 1962 

INTERIOR ANNOUNCES PROPOSED 'YELLOWFIN TUNA CONSERVATION REGULATIONS 

ItAn unprecedented advance in safeguarding the world's marine resources-- 

protecting a resource before it has been seriously damaged by over-utilization-- 

was made this week when President Kennedy signed a bill to protect and conserve 

the yellowfin tuna," Acting Secretary of the Interior James K. Carr said today. 

The bill amends the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950. Regulations implementing 

it will be published in the Federal Register. 

"This broad new international conservation effort of the Administration 

carries out the recommendations of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, 

an investigative body established by the Tuna Convention of which the United 

States, Costa Rica, Panama, and Ecuador are members,:' Acting Secretary Carr 

explained, 'Scientific evidence collected by the Commission indicated that 

unless the yellowfin tuna fishery in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean was 

regulated at once the yield might be seriously reduced." 

The bill signed by President Kennedy was introduced in Congress by Senator 
Warren G. Niagnuson of Washington. Applying only to the yellowfin tuna fishery 
in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, the proposed regulations will not interfere 
with fishing for albacore, 
regulations provide for: 

bluefin, skipjack, and other tunas. Basically, the 

1. The annual publishing of a yellowfin catch quota, recommended by the 
Tuna Commission, to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary 
of State. (For example, the Commission recommended for 1962 a quota of 78,000 
tons for all nations during the open season for yellowfin tuna, and 5,000 tons to 
be reserved for incidental catches made while fishing for other tuna species 
after the yellowfin season is closed; 
tons.) 

the total 1961 catch was 117.3 thousand 



2. An open season from January first of'each year, terminating on a date, 
to be determined by the Tuna Commission's Director of Investigations, on which it 
is deemed the annual catch limit will be reached. This will be based on the 
aggregate weight of yellowfin tuna landings reported since the opening of the 
season and the estimated additional quantities expected to be taken by the vessels 
of all nations in the regulatory area; 

3. Permission for fishermen to land no,t more than 15 percent by weight of 
yellowfin among its other tuna catch on each fishing trip after the yellowfin 
tuna fishing season is closed; 

4. Annual registration and clearance for each fishing trip, in conformity 
with the regulations, of all vessels wishing to operate in the yellowfin tuna 
fishery in the regulatory area; and, 

5. Provisions for requiring an accurate log of pertinent fishing operations, 
for reporting by radio once a week during voyages, and for reporting the delivery 
or sale of a catch of tuna, 

Exempted are authorized research fishing vessels, common carrier vessels, 
those less than 10 gross tons, and those engaged in sport fishing. 

These proposed regulations will apply only to persons and vessels subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, and will become operative when all 
other nations fishing in the regulatory area for species covered under the Con- 
vention also comply with the recommendations made by the Tuna Commission in 
May 1962 for yellowfin tuna conservation. The Government of Costa Rica has 
invited representatives of all such nations to meet at San Jose, Costa Rica, on 
November 7 and 8, 1962, to set the date when these measures can be put into effect. 

Since some of the countries are not parties to the Convention, the conserva- 
tion objectives depend on international cooperative efforts to implement the 
Commissionis recommendations, Acting Secretary Carr said. To encourage effective 
cooperation, the regulations also provide for restriction of all imports of yellow- 
fin tuna taken from the regulatory area from any country which does not comply 
with conservation measures recommended by the Tuna Commission, In the case of 
continued abuses, the offending country could be banned from selling in the United 
States any species of tuna under investigation by the Commission.and taken from 
the regulatory area. 

Interested persons are invited to participate in the rule-making process by 
submitting written data, views, or arguments, to the Area Director, California 
Area, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, 101 Seaside Avenue, Terminal Island, 
California, within 30 days from the date of publication of the proposed regula- 
tions in the Federal Register. 

Acting Secretary Carr also announced that a public hearing will be held 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. November 19, 1962, at the United Portugese Club, 2818 
Addison Street, San Diego 6, Calif., where views may be presented orally before 
final regulations are adopted. 
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Copies of the Notice of Proposed Rule Making may be obtained from the Bureau 
of Commercial Fisheries, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
W~lling-Lon 25, D. C., and from the California Area Director at Terminal Island, 
California. 
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